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TRANSFORMING AFRICA

Media Advisory

Launch of the ‘Skills Initiative for Africa’ in Nigeria

The growing extent of youth unemployment poses a fundamental challenge for the
whole of Africa. In total, around 60 percent of the unemployed are under the age of 25
and young women are especially affected. It is against this backdrop that the Skills
Initiative for Africa promotes occupational prospects of young Africans through the
support of innovative skills development programs and a close cooperation with the
private sector.

It is in response to this huge challenge that the African Union Commission and the
Federal Ministry for Economic Cooperation and Development (BMZ), initiated the Skills
Initiative for Africa. Execution of this programme is being undertaken by the NEPAD
Agency with support from the Deutsche Gesellschaft fur Internationale and
Zusammenarbeit (G1Z) GmbH and KW Development Bank. Its goal is to strengthen
the occupational prospects of young people, especially for women and youth from poor
areas. Pilot countries were selected to act as multipliers in their respective regions. The
pilot countries are Tunisia, Nigeria, Cameroon, Kenya and South Africa.

28 February 2017
PROTEA/BON Hotel, Abuja

Journalists are invited to the opening session at 10:00am on Tuesday 28 February

Main speakers will include:

NEPAD Nigeria - Hon (Princess) Gloria Akobundu, National Coordinator and Chief
Executive Officer of NEPAD Nigeria

The NEPAD Agency — Mrs Estherine Fotabong, Director of Programme Implementation
and Coordination

GIZ — Mr Per Borjegren, Project Manager

For more information and media queries contact:
The NEPAD Agency
Mwanja Ng'anjo | Tel: +27 (0) 11 256 3600 | email: Mwanjan@nepad.org
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