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Introductory note

I am highly pleased to present the compendium of Decisions of the African Union Assembly on the New
Partnership for Africa’s Development (NEPAD) based on the conclusions of the NEPAD Heads of State and
Government Orientation Committee (HSGOC) for the period: July 2001 to July 2014.

From inception in 2001, African Leaders have provided strategic direction and impetus to NEPAD as the
flagship development programme of the African Union. The first decade of NEPAD reveals the adoption
of the necessary all-inclusive political and socio-economic reforms by African governments under the
auspices of the African Union. ‘Africa’'s Decade of Change’ as this era has been referred to, signifies the
momentous changes in governance policy and economic development landscape of the continent, while
acknowledging the significant contributions of NEPAD. The African Peer Review Mechanism (APRM) as an
innovative governance instrument adopted by NEPAD testifies to the transforming continent.

Inspired by the ideals and spirit of Pan-Africanism and Renaissance as enshrined in the Constitutive Act
of the African Union and the adoption of the New Partnership for Africa’s Development (NEPAD) through
Declaration T (XXXVII) of July 2001 in Lusaka, Zambia, African Leaders represented in the AU Assembly and
the HSGOC have steadfastly championed Africa’s renewal. The NEPAD vision and mission of promoting
sustainable growth and development by African countries, individually and collectively, continue to receive
due priority and highest level consideration.

With the approval of the integration of NEPAD into the structures and processes of the African Union by
the Fourteenth Ordinary Session of the Assembly of the African Union held in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia in
January 2010, the NEPAD Heads of State and Government Orientation Committee (HSGOC) serves as a sub-
committee of the Assembly. The Committee provides political leadership and strategic guidance for the
coordination of NEPAD programmes and priority sector objectives. The NEPAD Steering Committee which
is the intermediary body between the HSGOC and the NEPAD Agency, supports the work of the Orientation
Committee and contributes to the its deliberations, feeding into the relevant Decisions and Declarations of
the AU Assembly on NEPAD.

Operating as the technical body of the African Union, the NEPAD Agency promotes the implementation
of NEPAD through the facilitation and coordination of Africa’s priority regional programmes/projects.
The Agency mobilises both domestic and external resources by actively engaging African Leaders and
Governments, AU Member-States, AU Commission, other AU Organs, Regional Economic Communities,
African stakeholders and the global community. The NEPAD Agency replaced the NEPAD Secretariat which
functioned from 2001 to 2010.

The compendium reflects the strategic outcomes of the deliberations of the NEPAD HSGOC (previously
known as the NEPAD Heads of State and Government Implementation Committee - HSGIC). It spans over
twelve (12) years of close interaction and engagement by Africa’s highest level decision and policy makers
on Africa’s inclusive growth trajectory, sustainable development initiatives and international partnerships.

This maiden volume marks the policy pronouncements, orientation and direction by African Leaders to
shape the second decade in the implementation of NEPAD whereby all stakeholders and partners work
in harmony to achieve greater results and impact. To this effect, NEPAD continues to propel new African
thinking on development approaches to achieve the vision of ‘an integrated, prosperous and peaceful
continent driven by its citizens’, to make transformation real.

Dr. Ibrahim Assane Mayaki
Chief Executive Officer, NEPAD Agency
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